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Dolphins found belly up
in Santos oil spill

ByEve Sinton

SenatorDavid Pocock (Ind. ACT) tabled a statement from a
witness to a Santos oil spill in Parliament on Thursday, 16 February,
effectively giving protection to the whistleblower for his account of
how sea life, including dolphins, were killed in the disaster.

On Twitter, Senator Pocock said, "Today I tabled distressing
testimony and footage from a courageous whistleblower during
Estimates. We need stronger whistleblower laws to protect these
brave people. We need better environmental laws to protect our
incredible land and waters."

Focus on Santos has obtained the document tabled and brings you
the full whistleblower's statement, and some of the pictures, below.

Statement by a Santos whistleblower
In March last year, while working for Santos, a large Australian oil
and gas company, witnessed an incident – and subsequent cover-up
– which forced me to confront questions about organisational values
and my own responsibility as an employee.
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The incident took place 300 kilometres off the coast
of Karratha, Western Australia, in the Lowendal
Islands – known for pristine white sand beaches,
gorgeous blue turquoise water and abundant marine
and bird life.

Early one morning at Santos's Varanus Island Gas
Plant, a scent of condensate (a light form of oil) filled
the island. Over the coming hours we would learn that
a subsea hose had been torn as it was loading an oil
tanker parked a kilometre from the beach. The tear
had been left unidentified for more than six hours,
pouring a reported 25,000 litres of condensate into the
ocean.

Regardless of efforts to cease the spill, the mood on
the island became sombre when learning that dead
dolphins, including a pup, were found floating in the
centre of the spill; in other areas, sea snakes writhed in
agony.

The tragedy of dolphin carcasses amid a kilometre-
wide oil slick should be the story. But it's not.

The story is Santos's subsequent cover-up and total
disregard for the values they say they hold dear, values
such as accountability and integrity.

'Negligible harm'

A month after the spill I was intrigued when news of
the incident surfaced with no mention of impact on
local wildlife. I was then shocked at the public

comment from Santos: 'the event had negligible harm
to the environment'.

Tens of thousands of litres of oil in the ocean, dead
dolphins and sea snakes. How was this negligible? Even
worse, as I knew, that in defiance of their obligations,
Santos had not mobilised environmental assessors to
the island until a week after the incident – they could
not have known the real scale of impact, it was never
checked.

I felt strongly that Santos' comment was baseless,
designed to mislead and avoid accountability. I was
faced with this or believing I worked at an
organisation that truly saw the impact of that day as
negligible. What company puts thousands of litres of
oil in the ocean, kills dolphins and thinks it is no big
deal? Were these 'negligible' events happening
elsewhere? How was the bar set so low?

I am aware that employees spoke up about the public
comments internally. Senior Santos executives know,
or at least should have known, that the company's
deceptive conduct was contrary to its internal code of
conduct and values and, possibly, the law.

We hoped that, maybe, the situation would be
rectified. Instead, the company doubled down.
Instead, when news of the dolphin deaths became
public late last year, Santos denied any connection. It
said: 'These sightings were a couple of hours after the
incident, in which time no harm would have resulted
from this incident'.

I was shocked, again, to be reading what I can only see
as an outright lie. What belief in their ability to
deceive the public allows such a transparent lie to be
put on record. I was appalled at the culture and
management within Santos which demonstrated such
wilful refusal to accept responsibility.

These lies spurred me to speak up. This was no longer
grey, but a black and white lie from Santos –
potentially with market, financial and regulatory
consequences. Companies should not be able to lie to
the public.

I am confident that no real, objective assessment could
confirm Santos' s assertion that no harm could come
to the local sea life as a consequence of the oil spill.

The facts are simple: multiple dolphins were found
dead, floating in dense sections of the oil spill, where
fumes were extremely high. It is a lie to state that the
condensate would have evaporated within hours of the
spill; it was still very much present when the dolphins
were found. Santos insisted that the spill of thousands
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of litres of toxic liquids and fumes into their habitat
could have no impact on the dolphins. These images
suggest otherwise. Santos – please explain.

Stewardship and a bigger picture

I am aware that in the scale of environmental impacts,
a few dead dolphins likely sit low on Santos's scale.
However, the lies presented by Santos, so callously to
the public, indicate an organisation which is
comfortable with a culture of avoiding accountability,
and one which does not operate in the interest of the
Australian public.

It indicates a belief within Santos that they can
operate to avoid public interest through
misinformation, supported by a cosy relationship with
regulators and government. As an employee who saw
very little real effort to be accountable or address the
scale of emissions, I question now if their comfort to
lie and misrepresent is present in their statements
around future climate performance and emissions.

I hope that employees in the industry can read this
and be encouraged to speak up against wrongdoing at
all levels. I never expected to be faced with this, but I
found myself in a situation that I felt was wrong. I
wasn't accepting of excuses or avoidance. The lack of
accountability, and the nature and frequency of
incidents occurring at Santos, made me truly believe
that it is in the public interest for this information to
be released.

I hope that in a small way, the organisations partnered
with Santos through sponsorships or as stakeholders
can use this information as insight to guide their
decisions. Santos in no way demonstrated care for the
environment, accountability nor integrity at the
highest levels. They treated the public with disdain.
To ask the question bluntly, who wants to be
sponsored by a company so comfortable with killing
dolphins?

Santos lied to us all – it is not a coincidence to find
dead dolphins in the middle of an oil spill. I call on
Santos to show some respect for the public, your
employees and the dead bottlenose dolphins that I
believe your operation killed.

• Editor's note: videos from the incident here:

https://www.aph.gov.au/~/media/
915199815BEC4FCEBBCBA167D05128D3

https://www.aph.gov.au/~/media/
C7690C30B5C9499C862DE12FFFCC0F30

Greenpeace: "Damning blow for
industry"
The statement triggered a number of media stories
and support from Greenpeace.

"Greenpeace Australia Pacific welcomes Senator
Pocock’s intervention in this matter and role in
bringing this important issue to light," the
organisation said.

Richard George, senior campaigner for Greenpeace
Australia Pacific, said that the allegations, if true,
reveal shocking disregard for marine wildlife.

“These allegations suggest that Santos is more
concerned with covering its tracks than accepting
accountability for a devastating oil spill at Varanus
Island,” he said.

“There must be a full investigation into these claims,
to determine how tens of thousands of litres of
Santos’s oil spilled into the oceans, whether any
dolphins died as a result and if Santos tried to cover it
up.

“Gas and oil companies can’t be trusted with our
oceans. Just a few weeks ago it was revealed that gas
company Woodside is allowing an oil tower full of
toxic chemicals to sink near UNESCO-listed Ningaloo
Reef. This new claim that Santos has lied about its role
in killing dolphins is another damning blow for the gas
industry.

Lying low in themedia

The incident was first exposed by Peter Milne, writing
inWA Today in November last year.

At the time, Santos said the environmental impact was
'negligible' and failed to respond to questions about
whether dead dolphins were seen in the area.

Images later surfaced of dead dolphins near the tanker
Catalan Sea, which was being loaded with condensate
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when a damaged hose leaked around 25,000 litres of
condensate over several hours.

A Santos spokeswoman said three dead dolphins were
seen near the spill and reported to authorities.

“These sightings were a couple of hours after the
incident, in which time no harm would have resulted
from this incident,” she said.

Peter Mine reported that SA Museum honorary
mammal researcher Dr Catherine Kemper, who over
35 years has performed more than 800 post-mortems
on whales and dolphins, said such a procedure
conducted by experienced scientists was needed to
determine the cause of death.

“It would take a brave or foolish person to say how the
dolphins seen near the oil spill died without
undertaking a post-mortem,” she said.

“The fact that the dolphins were seen dead and
floating suggests a sudden death.”

The WA Department of Biodiversity, Conservation
and Attractions asked Santos to retrieve a carcass for
inspection at 2pm, but none could be found when
Santos launched a search later that day, a department
spokesman said.

Media references:

Dead dolphins spotted near WA oil slick not our
fault, Santos claims
Peter Milne, WA Today, 22/11/2022
https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/dead-dolphins-spotted-
near-wa-oil-slick-not-our-fault-santos-claims-20221115-p5byhk.html

Whistleblower says 'Santos lied to all of us' over
severity of oil spill, marine deaths off WA coast
Tabarak Al Jrood & Tom Roobinson, ABC, 16/02/2023
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-16/varanus-island-oil-spill-animal-deaths-
santos/101986576

Santos accused of covering up killing dolphins in an
oil spill
Peter Milne, Sydney Morning Herald, 16/02/2023
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/santos-accused-of-covering-up-
killing-dolphins-in-an-oil-spill-20230216-p5cl4z.html

Santos whistleblower accuses company of covering
up extent of Australian oil spill that killed dolphins
Adam Morton, Guardian, 16/02/2023
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/feb/16/santos-whistleblower-
accuses-company-of-covering-up-extent-of-australian-oil-spill-that-killed-
dolphins

The real price of Narrabri gas: Santos
pipeline to destroy rare native grassland
ByTimCurran: Pipeline to run through Liverpool Plains

Photo:Margaret Fleck

Australian oil and gas giant Santos wants to build an
833-kilometre gas pipeline stretching from southern
Queensland to Newcastle in New South
Wales. Details released by the company show the
project would traverse highly productive farmland, as
well as valuable native vegetation.

The pipeline would run underground. Even still, the
proposed path is a real risk to threatened species and
ecological communities, due to the need to clear a
30m-wide corridor to install the pipeline.

In January, the NSW government granted
Santos authority to survey land along the route, with
or without permission from landholders. This brings
this massive infrastructure project closer to
construction.

• See story online here:
https://evesinton.substack.com/p/dolphins-belly-up-in-santos-oil-spill
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Many landscapes along the pipeline’s path are already
denuded of native vegetation. The threatened
ecosystems that remain, including native grasslands,
must be protected.

Expanding the gas network across the
Liverpool Plains
The proposed pipeline route passes close to Santos’
controversial Narrabri Gas Project. The company
claims the pipeline will help alleviate gas shortages
along Australia’s east coast.

The preferred route for the pipeline runs through the
fertile Liverpool Plains, which cover more than 1.2
million hectares of inland northern NSW, near the
towns of Gunnedah, Quirindi and Boggabri.

The plains’ deep, alluvial clay soils are renowned for
high agricultural productivity. Before European
settlement, the plains supported extensive tracts of
naturally treeless grasslands, dominated by plains
grass, native oatgrass and silky browntop.

Most of the grasslands have been cleared for
agriculture. It’s estimated that less than 5% remain.

The grasslands were listed as endangered in 2001 in
NSW, and as critically endangered nationally in
2009.

Travelling stock routes and reserves
The proposed pathway for the pipeline
includes travelling stock routes and reserves set
aside in the late 1800s. Most surviving patches of
critically endangered Liverpool Plains grasslands are
found along these stock routes.

Yet, Santos has nominated the Pullaming stock route
– which runs 25km southeast from near Gunnedah – as
a preferred location for the Hunter Gas Pipeline.

This would require clearing a 30-metre wide
strip along one side of the road, removing 75ha of
these critically endangered grasslands (almost 1% of
the estimated 8,000ha remaining).

The extent of the potential damage is detailed in the
map and caption below. The green line running
southeast from Gunnedah is the narrow strip of native
grassland along the Pullaming stock route.

Stock routes also provide other cultural and ecological
benefits, such as:

• providing emergency stock feed;

• aiding the conservation of birds, plant
communities and koalas;

• protecting ecosystems not commonly found in
national parks, such as valley flats.

More than ‘minimal impacts’
The NSW state government approved the pipeline in
2009, and this approval was modified in October
2019. It requires the route to, where possible, avoid
endangered ecological communities or have minimal
impacts. Where damage does occur, this must be
offset by biodiversity gains elsewhere.

The proposed clearing of critically endangered
grasslands along the Pullaming stock route is hardly a
minimal impact.

Biodiversity offsets involve improving biodiversity in
one place to compensate for destruction elsewhere.
However, offsets are a very controversial tool and
are likely to lead to further biodiversity loss if used
improperly.

It is much better to avoid the destruction of native
vegetation in the first place, especially if that
vegetation is critically endangered and essentially
irreplaceable. It is not yet known whether Santos plans
to use biodiversity offsets for this project.
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Aproject that’s hard to justify
The likely destruction of endangered grasslands occurs
along just 25km of the 833km pipeline. Other travelling
stock routes and native vegetation will be affected
elsewhere along the route, further impacting
biodiversity.

Based on the preferred pipeline route through the
Liverpool Plains, this massive infrastructure project
will either extensively damage highly productive
farmland, or harm endangered ecological communities,
or both of these.

Given this, it’s difficult to see why the project should
be allowed to proceed.

The Conversation approached Santos for comment but
did not receive a statement before the publication
deadline. However, the company’s web page about the

Hunter Gas Pipeline route says Santos intends
to consider the environment as well as landholder
preferences and “potential constructability issues”
before finalising the exact location of the pipeline and
the permanent easement.

The company says it is “committed to finding the right
balance so that impacts to landholders are minimised,
and sensitive areas are protected”. Santos says the path
of the pipeline can still be changed, under existing
approvals, if certain conditions are met.

• TimCurran is Associate Professor of Ecology,
Lincoln University, NewZealand

•• Originally published in The Conversation and reproduced
under Creative Commons licence.

Map: https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/

• See story online here:
https://evesinton.substack.com/p/dolphins-belly-up-in-santos-oil-spill
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As farmers inNew South Wales try to stop Santos'
Narrabri gasfield, Queensland farmers are fighting a
Shell and PetroChina (Arrow Energy) plan to drill for
coal seam gas on their properties – classified as some
of the state’s best agricultural land. They say the
project would pose a “risk of significant and largely
irreversible impacts”.

Four farming families’ concerns have been
submitted to the Queensland Palaszczuk
Government in response to Arrow’s application to
drill 14 gaswells under their prime farmland
properties as part of the company's giant Surat Gas
Project, which involves the drilling of about 7,500
gaswells between Dalby and Wandoan.

Backed by scientific evidence, the substantial
submission from the farmers points to worsening
impacts of coal seam gas drilling in the Western
Downs region, including sinking land, major erosion,
and the draining of water bores as the industry
depressurises aquifers.

The farmers also argue Arrow Energy has failed to
provide “sufficient evidence that the proposed activities will
not impact the priority agricultural area and strategic
cropping area under risk, including on properties
neighbouring the areas to be drilled”.

As well, they say Arrow has relied on outdated
information from a decade ago.

Quick facts:
• There are roughly 9000 coal seam gas wells in
production across southern inland Queensland, with
that number expected to triple in the next decade.

• More than 700 water bores relied on by farmers are
expected to run dry.

• The Queensland Government has no permanent
solution to deal with the many millions of tonnes of
toxic waste produced by the coal seam gas industry.

• The Queensland Gasfields Commission only
acknowledged subsidence was a major risk last year. Its
discussion paper found there were clear risks that
underground drilling posed to surface activities, and
that these risks had not been adequately assessed for
gas activities in Queensland.

This is one of two Regional Interest Development
Approval (RIDA) applications currently active in the
Darling Downs region. Due to loopholes in the
legislation, gas companies have avoided applying for
RIDAs up until this point.

– LockTheGatemedia release

Farming families fight forQld foodbowl

Liverpool Plains farmers are inviting people to a very special music gig out on the
Liverpool Plains on Saturday February 25

Golden Guitar winners Allan Caswell and Luke O’Shea supported by Luke Vassella.

Where: Spring Ridge Country Club, Park Street, Spring Ridge NSW •When: Saturday 25 Feb, 11:00 - 5:00 pm •
What: An update on Santos’ plans & what we can do to fight them, followed by music from Allan Caswell, Luke
O’Shea and Luke Vassella • PLUS: Food vans, kids entertainment, info tents; free camping available.
RSVP: Book your tickets here (Cost range: Free - $20)

• See story online here:
https://evesinton.substack.com/p/dolphins-belly-up-in-santos-oil-spill
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Santos in the news 11-17 February, 2023
Santos CEO criticised ‘environmental extremists’ while company lied
about oil spill killing sea life

Farmers on the Darling Downs fear they'll incur
millions of dollars’ worth of damage from coal seam
gas activities, even if the wells are on adjoining land.
The implications are similar for farmers in the path of
the proposed Santos Narrabri gasfield.

In a shameless puff piece, The Advertiser quotes Santos
CEO Kevin Gallagher whinging that the gas industry
is being demonised by 'environmental extremists' and
accusing the Albanese government of a 'Soviet' style
market intervention.

Gallagher's complaints morphed into silence later in
the week, as details of a catastrophic Santos oil spill
and dead dolphins, including a baby, emerged. The
company has spent months trying to cover the
incident up, but it became too much for a brave
whistleblower who has exposed the company as
propagating an "outright lie" from a "culture and
management within Santos which demonstrated such
wilful refusal to accept responsibility".

Criticism of the CSIRO for being compromised by gas
industry funding has reached new heights. The
Australia Institute (TAI) has debunked the credibility
of CSIRO research and said it was designed to expand
the gas industry.

The Greens have made demands for no new coal and
gas if they are to support the government's safeguard
mechanism legislation.

Focus on Santos has summarised 12 news
stories comprising 9,360words for your
convenience. There's a link to the full story at
the end of each item.

A print version of each edition of Focus on
Santos can be found at http://knitting-nannas.
com/.

Condamine farmer ShawnFresser fears coal
seam gasmining under his property could cost
himmillions

Alys Marshall, ABC, 11/02/2023

Year in, year out, Shawn Fresser's 1,200-ha farm near
Dalby, 200 kilometres west of Brisbane, produces the
equivalent of 1.5 million pairs of jeans, 6.8 million
loaves of bread and 2.5 million kgs of corn chips.

But now, the state government is considering a
proposal by Shell-owned Arrow Energy to drill several
coal seam gas wells under Mr Fresser's property, to
extract water and gas.

Mr Fresser is concerned that he will have no avenue to
access compensation for damages caused by the
activity.

The impact of deviated drilling on the ground's surface
is the biggest concern for landholders.

"If they drill under us, subsidence will definitely be a
big problem," Mr Fresser said.

The Queensland Office of Groundwater Impact
Assessment (OGIA) reported about 100 millimetres
of CSG-induced subsidence has already occurred in
gasfields near the Condamine Alluvium.

The Queensland Department of Resources said,
"where a landholder's land is within the area of a
resource authority and a compensatable effect is
caused by directional drilling on or under the land,
they will be entitled to compensation".

But to lawyer Peter Shannon, these are "weasel
words".

He said the first hurdle for landholders would be
proving their damage occurred within the authorised
area of the resource authority.

"If you get over that hurdle, you then have to prove
you have suffered a compensatable effect," Mr
Shannon said.

With no mention of subsidence within Section 81 of
the Minerals and Energy Resources (Common
Provisions) Act, Mr Shannon said "you've got the
problem of having to prove subsidence as a
compensatable effect".

"It's just an absolute nightmare for landholders, who
can see all these avenues that gas companies have to
resist their compensation claims," he said.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-11/coal-seam-gas-compensation-a-
grey-area-says-farmers-laywer/101936870



Focus on Santos 1.0 Page 9

Focus Publications 17 February 2023

Santos bossKevinGallagher warns that caving
in to green extremists will harmSA growth
opportunities

Paul Starick, Adelaide Advertiser, 14/02/2023

The head of the state’s biggest company, Santos, is
warning governments against demonising the fossil
fuel industry by caving in to campaigns waged by
environmental activists.

In an interview with The Advertiser, Santos managing
director Kevin Gallagher said the Adelaide-
headquartered oil and gas producer was being
demonised because of “mistruths” spread by activists
but also by companies with “a lot to gain by interfering
in energy markets”.

Mr Gallagher did not single out particular
governments but stood by his condemnation last
December of federally imposed gas price caps as
“Soviet-style policy”, arguing central controls risked
scaring off investors and costing jobs.

Santos has forged an Energy Solutions arm, charged
with developing clean fuels, and is advancing a $220m
Moomba carbon capture and storage
project expected to start-up in 2024.

“I think the activists have been very effective at
creating a level of discomfort for governments to be
seen to be supporting energy companies, by
demonising them because they’ve been producing
fossil fuels. We’re only producing the fuels everyone
needs and everyone uses.”

The Moomba CCS project, the world’s second-largest,
is expected to safely and permanently store 1.7
million tonnes of carbon dioxide annually .

Mr Gallagher recommitted to the Narrabri project,
acquired by Santos in 2011, and forecast at least a
further 18 months of regulatory approval process and
talks with landholders.

“Australia has no shortage of gas, it’s just been very
difficult to get out of the ground. It’s like any resource.
If you make it rare, you’re gonna go short of it, and the
price of is gonna go up,” he said.

• Article includes 2 pro-gas videos and diagrams

https://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/santos-boss-kevin-
gallagher-warns-that-caving-in-to-green-extremists-will-harm-sa-growth-
opportunities/news-story/76af12153dc43100af8fc773403271d0

Santos flags $470mhit as it slashes value of oil
and gas fields

Nick Toscano, Sydney Morning Herald, 14/02/2023

Santos has wiped hundreds of millions of dollars off
the value of its assets following an audit of its fossil
fuel reserves worldwide.

The Adelaide-based energy producer told shareholders
on Tuesday it expected to recognise impairments of
$US328 million ($470 million) before tax when it
reports its full-year financial results later this month.

The writedowns were partly driven by the company’s
latest review of its assets determining that its Spar-
Halyard gas fields in Western Australia would fill with
water sooner than expected. Santos said the water
ingress would reduce reserves by the equivalent of 26
million barrels of oil, driving $US147 million of the
impairments.

Also on Tuesday, Santos announced it had gained
primary regulatory approval to begin its $US2 billion
Dorado oil project off the coast of WA.

https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/santos-flags-470m-hit-as-it-
slashes-value-of-oil-and-gas-fields-20230214-p5ckd7.html

Greens offer support for safeguardmechanism
on condition it blocks new coal and gas

Jake Evans, ABC, 15/02/2023

The Greens have offered the government their
necessary support for its signature climate change
legislation, with a single condition that new coal and
gas projects are blocked from development.

The government will introduce its "safeguard
mechanism" bill to the parliament this week, which
would require the nation's top polluting facilities to
reduce their emissions by 4.9 per cent each year to
2030, or face penalties.

The Greens say that is a weak target, and hold
concerns that the safeguard mechanism would
allow facilities to buy offsets to cover their
obligations instead of cutting emissions.

But Greens leader Adam Bandt says the party is willing
to put aside those concerns if the government will
accept a single amendment to block new coal and gas
projects.

The Department of Industry, Resources and Energy
has recorded more than 100 coal and gas projects
either in development or being considered with
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commercial start dates before 2030.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-15/greens-offer-support-for-
safeguard-mechanism-coal-and-gas-bans/101971888

Greenswill back safeguardmechanism revamp
if Labor bans new coal and gas projects

Katharine Murphy & Adam Morton, Guardian, 15/02/2023

The Greens say they will pass the Albanese
government’s planned overhaul of the safeguard
mechanism – a climate policy promised to cut
industrial emissions – if Labor is prepared to stop new
coal and gas projects.

Instead of seeking to limit the number of carbon
credits businesses can use to meet their new
obligations to reduce pollution, the Greens party room
resolved on Tuesday to narrow the focus to securing
a ban on new coal and gas either through an
amendment to the safeguard legislation, or a new
“climate trigger” in environmental law.

Shortly after the Greens party room resolved their
negotiating stance on Tuesday, the resources minister,
Madeleine King, told parliament that gas would be
needed “for a number of years” during the transition to
low emissions.

“Gas companies do have to reach net zero emissions
and they will be held accountable by this government,”
the resources minister said.

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/feb/15/greens-will-back-
safeguard-mechanism-revamp-only-if-labor-bans-new-coal-and-gas-
projects

Greens set up fresh Senate clashwith call for
ban on new coal and gas

David Crowe, Sydney Morning Herald, 14/02/2023

The Greens will demand a sweeping change to Labor’s
flagship policy to cut greenhouse gas emissions by
pushing for an amendment to stop all new coal and gas
projects, setting up a third clash on big election
promises after disputes on housing and industry.

https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/greens-set-up-fresh-senate-clash-
with-call-for-ban-on-new-coal-and-gas-20230214-p5ckfx.html

“Brazenly co-opted”: experts confront CSIRO
for gas industry infiltration, greenwashing fossil
fuels

Callum Foote, Michael West Media, 15/02/2023

The CSIRO’s recent report detailing carbon credits
required to offset gas fracking in the Beetaloo Basin is

based on faulty assumptions to suit the gas industry,
say experts. Callum Foote reports.

The CSIRO has been criticised in the past for being
compromised by gas industry funding. That criticism
has just reached new heights as progressive think tank
The Australia Institute (TAI) has debunked the
credibility of the science agency research and said the
research was designed to expand the gas industry.

The report which TAI has questioned details whether
the Northern Territory government could offset all
the greenhouse gas emissions from fracking the
Beetaloo Basin. It was produced within CSIRO’s
internal Gas Industry Social and Environment Alliance
(GISERA), which receives a third of its funding from
the gas industry.

The Australia Institute’s (TAI) acting director of
Climate & Energy Program, Polly Hemming, says:

I’m yet to see a more striking example of the way a
government science agency has been so brazenly co-
opted by government and industry to run an agenda
purely designed to facilitate gas expansion.

According to Hemming “Whether you believe
offsetting is a legitimate premise, it is clear that the
entire concept is not being used as a temporary
measure by industry while it decarbonises. It is being
used as a way to lock in fossil fuel production.”

For Hemmings, “Unlike the technocratic promise of
‘future’ carbon removals from carbon capture and
storage, direct air capture and other fantasy
technology, carbon offsets offer governments and
industry a real-time solution to ‘balancing’ emissions in
a spreadsheet and greenwashing fossil fuels.”

https://michaelwest.com.au/brazenly-co-opted-experts-confront-csiro-for-
gas-industry-infiltration-greenwashing-fossil-fuels/

NSWGovernment offers little resistance to
Santos fracking on the Liverpool Plains

Callum Foote, Michael West Media, 14/02/2023

Treasurer Matt Kean’s Hunter gas pipeline approval
has set “a tragically low bar” for landholder rights, says
National Farmers’ Federation’s Fiona Simson, as the
war between Santos and NSW farmers
escalates. Callum Foote reports.

It looks increasingly likely that Santos will get to frack
the Liverpool Plains as farmers and landholders in the
area ramp up their campaign against the gas giant and
their lobby groups. The Australian Petroleum
Production and Exploration Association of Australia
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(APPEA), the gas industry’s peak body, has called the
Liverpool plains “runway for development.” According
to Simson, this shows:

No regard for traditional owners, current landholders,
sustainable agriculture and resources, or appropriate
compensation for anyone.

In 2014 Santos signed a document that laid out
principles of land access regarding private landholders
in NSW.

According to Liverpool Plains landholder Peter Wills
“At that stage, Santos signed a document
acknowledging private landholders’ rights to say No.”

Recently, Santos called the local police to deal with a
group of farmers and landholders who wished to bar
Santos’ seismic testing in the Liverpool Plains.

“What they say isn’t worth the paper it’s written on”
Wills says.

Santos CEO Kevin Gallagher has repeatedly denied
that there are plans to frack the Liverpool plains,
white Santos spokespeople also claim that “it would be
inappropriate for Santos to withdraw permit renewal
applications until it has had the opportunity to recover
its investment and more fully evaluate the Gunnedah
basin, without affecting biophysical strategic
agricultural land or water resources.”

On Friday, the Gunnedah Council withdrew a notice
of motion to support Santos’ moves to develop coal
seam gas infrastructure on the Liverpool plains citing
“too much opposition in the community”.

Former New England Independent federal MP, Tony
Windsor, has also been campaigning hard against
Santos’ perceived expansion into the Liverpool Plains.

Windsor says that the five Nationals councillors on
the Gunnedah shire council, which extends a small way
into the Liverpool plains were being “heavied by the
Nationals hierarchy to move a motion of support for
Santos’ project on the floodplain”.

This is in contrast to those on the Liverpool Plains
Shire Council “who strongly oppose the Hunter Gas
pipeline and Gasfield exploration in our Shire,” says
local landowner and anti-Santos advocate Peter Wills.

https://michaelwest.com.au/nsw-government-offers-little-resistance-to-
santos-fracking-on-the-liverpool-plains/

CSIROunder fire over 'nonsense' report on
fracking offsets for Beetaloo Basin greenhouse
gas emissions

Jacqueline Breen, Jack Hislop & Samantha Dick, ABC,
16/02/2023

The CSIRO is defending a report on the prospect of
offsetting massive new greenhouse gas emissions
from developing the Beetaloo Basin, in the face of
calls for the findings to be reviewed or thrown out.

The report, which was published on Friday, found it
would be technically possible to
offset emissions from developing the basin south-
east of Darwin, but only if a number of challenges were
overcome.

In the meantime, the Northern Territory government
is preparing to announce whether it will allow full-
scale fracking to go ahead and has promised all
domestic emissions from the basin will be offset if it
does.

Offsetting a small-scale fracking industry would use up
10 per cent of all carbon credits available annually in
Australia, the authors found.

They also said it would require the use of "nascent"
carbon capture and storage (CCS) technology, which is
not yet proven to work at scale.

The offsets calculations underpinning the
report have been labelled "wildly unrealistic" by
whistleblower and former head of the Clean Energy
Regulator's offsets integrity committee, Professor
Andrew MacIntosh.

In a follow-up interview, Professor MacIntosh said
that, while he had collaborated with and greatly
respected the work of many CSIRO researchers, "in
this case, something has gone wrong".

He said the amount of pollution the report estimated
could be offset using a range of abatement methods
— such as revegetation of certain land categories —
was "demonstrable nonsense".

"They've come forward with estimates [for the amount
of emissions that can be offset] that are grossly
inflated," he told ABC Radio Darwin.

Asked if the report should be used by the government
to show the basin's emissions could be offset as
promised, Professor MacIntosh replied: "No."

The report was written by researchers working for



Focus on Santos 1.0 Page 12

Focus Publications 17 February 2023

CSIRO's Gas Industry Social and Environment
Alliance (GISERA), which receives a third of its
funding from the gas industry and the rest from
government.

Its findings were published a year after they
were due to be released, with a CSIRO spokesperson
listing "extensive stakeholder consultations" and the
COVID-19 pandemic among reasons for the delay.

Developing the basin is a key plank of the territory
government's hopes to increase much-needed revenue
and grow its stunted local economy.

Climate scientists say pushing ahead with any new
fossil fuel developments at this point will derail the
agreement to limit global warming to well below 2
degrees Celsius.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-16/nt-csiro-under-fire-for-beetaloo-
basin-offsets-report/101979988

Santos whistleblower accuses company of
covering up extent of Australian oil spill that
killed dolphins

Adam Morton, Guardian, 16/02/2023

A Santos employee has sought protection from federal
parliament to accuse the Australian oil and gas
company of covering up the severity of an oil spill that
killed dolphins off the northern Western Australian
coast.

A statement by an anonymous whistleblower, tabled
in federal parliament by the independent senator
David Pocock, described witnessing a 25,000L spill of
condensate – a light form of oil – near the Lowendal
Islands in March last year.

The statement said dead dolphins, including a pup,
were found “floating in dense sections of the oil spill”
caused by a tear in a subsea hose that was connected to
an oil tanker being loaded from Santos’ Varanus
Island gas plant.

A company spokesperson last year reportedly said
three dead dolphins were seen near the spill on 20
March and it was reported to authorities. They said
the dolphins would not have been killed by the spill as
the bodies were seen only a couple of hours after it
happened.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/feb/16/santos-
whistleblower-accuses-company-of-covering-up-extent-of-australian-oil-
spill-that-killed-dolphins

Santos accused of covering up killing dolphins
in an oil spill

Peter Milne, Sydney Morning Herald, 16/02/2023

Oil and gas producer Santos has been accused of
covering up details of an oil spill off the WA coast
where at least three dolphins were found dead, by
claiming the spill caused “negligible” environmental
impact.

In late 2022 when this masthead confirmed floating
dolphin carcasses had been found near the spill Santos
said the sightings were a couple of hours after the
incident and the dolphins had insufficient time in the
spill to be harmed.

The WA wildlife regulator asked Santos to retrieve a
carcass for examination, but the company was unable
to find them when it searched later in the day.

The oil spill is one of four known serious incidents in
Santos’ operations in the waters around Varanus
Island in less than two years.

In mid-2021 two workers had to scramble for their
lives when a disused platform being lifted by a crane
on a ship swung out of control just above their
heads.

Federal offshore safety regulator NOPSEMA in
November 2022 ordered a rig contracted by Santos
to stop drilling as a device called a blowout
preventer that stops the uncontrolled release of oil or
gas was “unfit for service.” The failure of a blowout
preventer contributed to the massive Gulf of Mexico
2010 oil spill that claimed 11 lives of workers in a
drilling rig.

In the same month, bubbles of gas escaping from a
leaking pipeline were spotted on the ocean surface
near an offshore platform that supplies most of the gas
processed at Varanus Island. For two months gas
supply in WA was restricted causing some industry to
curtail production while some power generators switch
to more expensive diesel.

Brad Gandy, spokesman for the Offshore Alliance of
unions covering WA oil and gas workers, said Santos
had slashed the number of maintenance workers and
engineers looking after Varanus Island.

“The regulators need to seriously consider revoking
Santos’ licence to operate until improvements are
made,” he said.
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“If they fail to act there’s a very real chance a family
will soon lose a breadwinner.”

https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/santos-accused-of-covering-
up-killing-dolphins-in-an-oil-spill-20230216-p5cl4z.html

Whistleblower says 'Santos lied to all of us' over
severity of oil spill, marine deaths offWAcoast

Tabarak Al Jrood & Tom Roobinson, ABC, 16/02/2023

A former Santos employee has accused the Australian
oil and gas company of covering up the extent of an oil
spill he believes killed dolphins off the West
Australian coast.

Key points:

• A whistleblower has accused Santos of lying over the
oil spill;

• The incident occurred in March last year 300km off
the Pilbara coast;

• The company has claimed the incident has 'negligible
harm' on the environment;

• The claims, made by an anonymous whistleblower,
were tabled by independent Senator David Pocock in
federal parliament on Thursday.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-02-16/varanus-island-oil-spill-animal-
deaths-santos/101986576

• See story online here:
https://evesinton.substack.com/p/dolphins-belly-up-in-santos-oil-spill


